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Introduction.  
In the 1960s and early 1970s, the political and social conditions did not appeal to black Americans as racial inequality was still the order of the day in America. Black Americans were denied political and civil rights as they were considered inferior to the white man. The struggle for social justice and racial inequality was spearheaded by the many civil rights movement aimed at struggling for an equal society for all. As this struggle continued, the black power movement emerged from the ideologies of Malcolm X. He called for effective and active participation in the fight for self-determination of black Americans. It called for racial pride and loved their culture, which would lead to a spirit of nationalism. This paper analyzes whether it was an appropriate response to the historical conditions in that period. It will describe how significant the movement was and how it participated in the political determination of black Americans.
Black power was aimed at achieving self-determination for the people of African descent who had been experiencing historical injustices and considered as foreigners in their own country. It called for political and cultural institutions, which would be used to teach black values and principles. Carmichael “the institutions that function in this country are clearly racist. This is what has been proposed by civil rights activists such as Malcolm X, who believed that by teaching the black people about where they came from, it would be easy for them to realize their black identity, take pride in it and use it to exercise their freedom. Black Americans had been held hostage of the white culture and supremacy until they had considered themselves as less equal to the people of white descent. The self determination would enable them to achieve economic and political empowerment.
The black communities did not participate in the political process of the country and also of their neighborhoods. Therefore, these communities lacked economic and social development as they would not access quality education and other social amenities within their community. They were left at the mercy of whites' government and leaders to determine their access to essential services, hence the civil rights activist calling for an end to racial discrimination. Black power movement emerged to call out for community members to stand and shape their neighborhood without the help of the government that had sidelined them. Therefore, the activists founded schools, clinics, and other essential services to benefit their neighborhood and promote the spirit of black power.  
In the 1960s, the civil rights movement lost their previous glory, and their participation in the struggle for civil rights weakened. “All civil rights bills are written for white people not black people.” This brought the need for a new movement that would continue with the struggle. The movements underwent a decline phase by increasing their focus on racial discrimination in the southern side. The frontline leader of the movement, Martin Luther King, was assassinated, leaving a huge leadership vacuum in civil societies. They lacked strong leadership, and this contributes to leadership wrangles that accelerated their decline. The FBI also weakened the radical movements, and hence their activities and mobilization efforts lacked substantial support. The situation, therefore, led to a vacuum in advocating for black American issues. Black power movement, therefore, aimed at boosting the effort of the declining civil societies by spearheading activities for raising the spirit of nationalism.
Unlike the civil rights movement, the black power movement appealed to the people. The only way to save themselves from the racial injustices they were receiving was to take pride in their own culture and color. The African nationalism, therefore, was not just appropriate but also timely. The black Americans needed not to believe that they were inferior and instead embrace their own culture and community by taking control of their political and social destiny. The movement called for the people to participate actively in their own social and political developments as the only way to earn themselves freedom from the reliance on the whites. The movement emphasized the need for self-sufficiency without expecting benefits from the whites.
Conclusion.
Black power was established at the right time to counter the challenges faced by black Americans in the whites dominated country. Self-determination was appropriate. It was the only way to equip the people to rescue themselves from the bondage of depending on the white government that had not made any efforts to show concern for the black people and their neighborhood. There was unequal access to education, leaving the whites to access high quality education while the blacks did not. Black power movement encouraged the people to take pride in their skin color and educate the people about their history to shape their future. The participation of community members in their own political and economic destiny was a long time overdue.
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